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SUBJECT: ASMARA SITUATION REPORT 
REF A. ASMARA 986; B. ASMARA 988 

1. IL QUOTIDIANO ERITREA OF 26 DEC CARRIED AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
FROM THE DIRG OF THE NORTH. IT REPORTED THAT ON EVENING OF 23 DEC 
SEVEN PEOPLE DIED (INCLUDING ONE WOMAN) AND THREE WERE WOUNDED 
(INCLUDING ONE WOMAN) AS RESULT OF GUNSHOT WOUNDS. THE ARTICLE 
ATTRIBUTED THE DEATHS TO THE PASSIVE ATTITUDE OF THE GENERAL 
POPULATION TO OUTLAWS AND THE LACK OF COOPERATION GIVEN SECURITY 
FORCES AND THE ARMED FORCES BY THE POPULATION. COMMENT: POPULAR 
OPINION IN ASMARA BELIEVES THAT MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
COMMITTED THE MURDERS. REPORTS INDICATE THAT SOME OF THE VICTIMS 
WERE STRANGLED. SEVERAL HUNDRED POEPLE ARE STILL BEING HELD UNDER 
ARREST FROM THE INCIDENT ON 22 DEC. THIS MORNING SOLDIERS ARE 
ADMINISTERING HAIRCUTS TO ANYONE WITH HAIR THEY CONSIDER TOO LONG. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ASMARA 00991 260930Z 

IN PRESENT ENVIRONMENT OF FEAR, REPORTS OF PEOPLE DEAD AND MISSING 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


ARE RUNNING RAMPANT. GIVEN TENOR OF DIRG ANNOUNCEMENTS TO ERITREANS. 
OFFICIAL PRONOUNCEMENTS OF EVENTS AND CASUALTIES SHOULD NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AT FACE VALUE. 

2. IL QUOTIDANO ERITREA OF 26 DEC. CARRIED AN ARTICLE ON THE 
VISIT OF BG BERHANE TEFERRA, ETHIOPIAN POLICE COMMISSIONER, TO 
UNITS OF THE ERITREAN COMMANDO POLICE ON 25 DEC. 

3. ASMARA IS VERY TENSE. WHILE OFFICIAL CURFEW IS 2400 TO 0500, 

OVER HALF OF PEOPLE ON STREEETS AFTER 2000 ARE SECURITY FORCES. 
SCATTERED SHOOTING AFTER DARK IS BECOMING THE NORM FOR ASMARA. 
ASMARA POLICE WHO NORMALLY PROVIDE SECURITY OUTSIDE CONGEN 
COMPOUND HAVE BEEN REPLACED BY SOLDIERS. 
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